
Topic Notes 
Sheets 

1.03 – Estimation and Rounding 
 

Key Information / Learning Points 
Examples Examples 

Question/Steps Notes Question/Steps Notes 

When rounding to the nearest power of 10, decimal 
place or significant figure, highlight the value and 
then round up (5 - 9) or down (0 - 4) based on the 

next value to the right 
 

Significant figures –are the figures from the 1st non-
zero value from the left 

 

Round 5672 to the nearest 100 Round 1.34 to one decimal place 

5672 Highlight key figure 1.34 Highlight key figure 

5700 Round 1.3 Round 

Round 7891 to one significant figure Round 0.005428 to two significant figures 

7891 Highlight key figure 0.005428 Highlight key figure 

8000 Round 0.0054 Round 

Estimate – Consistently round to one significant 
figure throughout 

Estimate 56.7 x 18.4 Estimate 
𝟕.𝟖 ×𝟒.𝟐

𝟎.𝟑𝟔
 

56.7 x 18.4 Highlight key figures 
𝟕. 8 × 𝟒. 2

0. 𝟑6
 Highlight key figures 

60 x 20 
Round all figures to 1 

significant figure 

8 × 4

0.4
 

Round all figures to 1 
significant figure 

1200 Calculate 

320

4
 

Multiply numerator and 
denominator by 10 to 

make the denominator 
whole 

80 Calculate 

Error Interval – Use a double inequality to define 
which the minimum and maximum values are 

State the error interval of 60 rounded to the nearest 
10 

State the error interval of 6.8 rounded to the 1 decimal 
place 

    
50  60  70 

 

Draw a number line 
moving one unit up or 
down by the rounded 

value 

    
6.7  6.8  6.9 

 

Draw a number line 
moving one unit up or 
down by the rounded 

value 

 

    
50 55 60 65 70 

 

Highlight the midpoints 
 

    
6.7 6.75 6.8 6.85 6.9 

 

Highlight the midpoints 

55 ≤ e < 65 
Describe the error 

interval using 
inequalities 

6.75 ≤ e < 6.85 
Describe the error 

interval using 
inequalities 
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